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Dear Clinton School Community:

There are many wonderful things happening in an around the Clinton School Community, as you will see in this edition of our 
newslett er. We truly are the community’s schools and we continue to benefi t from the support received from so many community 
partners in so many ways, and we want to say thank you for that! 

As always, our primary focus is on student learning opportunities, and this year we are looking forward to furthering our work 
not only in the areas of curriculum and instruction, but also in the implementation of practices, programs and curriculum to 
ensure a culture that values kindness, and embraces inclusivity and diversity for all school community stakeholders. This is 
something that we all recognized is needed in all aspects of today’s world. Each school has collaboratively developed strategic 
plans that encompass these ideas, and we are thankful to the Superintendent’s Climate Advisory Team for their related guidance 
last school year.

Another focus this school year will be the evaluation of our use of communication practices and tools across the District, which 
will involve learning and understanding our stakeholders communication needs; a complex task in a world with so many 
communication methods and tools. I look forward to working collaboratively on this in an eff ort to help you understand what 
we are doing and how to help us achieve the excellence you desire for all students.

Please know that I look forward every day to continued growth and excellence as we work together to provide the very best 
educational experience for all of the children in the Clinton school community. Best wishes for a safe and healthy winter season!

Sincerely,

Stephen L. Grimm, Ed.D
Superintendent of Schools

A Message from the Superintendent

CCS' Eva Borton Wins First 

Individual Title 

in 30 Years 

Eva Borton won the Class 
C State Championship 
for Cross Country, CCS's 
fi rst individual title in 30 
years! The team fi nished 
THIRD in the state! Since 
then, Eva qualifi ed for 
the Nike Cross Country 
Nationals in Portland, 
OR, where she placed 55th 
nationally.

Your Community, Your School

Girls Varsity Cross Country Champions

Upcoming Events
December 19 
HS Winter Concert, 7 p.m., Theater

December 24 - January 2 
Winter Recess
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On the October 19 in-service day, the entire CCS faculty 
was introduced to the Positivity Project. All three buildings 
are implementing the program this school year in an eff ort 
to enhance positive school culture and empower students 
to build positive relationships. The Positivity Project was 
founded by Jeff  Bryan and Mike Erwin and is based on 
positive psychology, studied extensively by Dr. Chris 
Peterson. Dr. Peterson often began lectures by stating, “I 
can sum up positive psychology in just three words – Other 
People Matt er. Period. Anything that builds relationships 
between and among people is going to make you happy.” 
The Positivity Project focuses on educating students about 

the 24 core character strengths that every person possesses. 
The Project, at CCS, was initiated by two high school teachers 
who witnessed its positive impact in other districts. So far, 
about twenty-fi ve faculty members and one administrator 
have received training on project implementation and 
integration. If you would like to learn more, please check out 
the website htt ps://posproject.org. If you would like to take 
the same VIA character strength survey that your child(ren) 
has, please visit htt ps://www.viacharacter.org/www/
character-strengths-survey. We encourage and appreciate 
your support with the Positivity Project implementation.

STONEWALL DISPLAY —During the month of November, 
Clinton GSA (Gender and Sexuality Alliance) members 
created a bulletin board display commemorating the 
Stonewall riots of 1969. These were riots by the LGBTQ 
community in Manhatt an and are considered to be the 
most important event in the gay liberation movement. 
Members of the Clinton school community were invited 
to trace their hands in solidarity. Many people took the 
opportunity to trace their hands to express their support. 
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CCSD Foundation

The mission of the Clinton Central School District Foundation is to promote 
and support excellence in education in the Clinton Central School System. For 
the past 20 years, the Foundation has provided additional resources to the CCS, 
in collaboration with the School Administration and the Board of Education, 
to support programs that would otherwise be beyond the scope of the 
annual operating budget of the school system. This past year, the Foundation 
donated funds to purchase a Laser Cutt er for the Art Department, and Real 
Infant Simulators that are allowing students to experience, in health class, the 
responsibilities of parenthood. 

Town Gown

The Hamilton College Town Gown contributes funds annually to a number 
of community organizations including CCS. Most recently, the organization 
funded the purchase of equipment that will be used to move our students and 
programs forward in the area of digital communication and production, and 
to enhance our science program through the construction of an observation 
beehive in our middle school. The college also contributes funds toward 
professional development for teachers.

Kirkland Town Library

The library is a vital community resource initiating programs such 
as summer reading, and educational events during school vacations 
for students of all ages. Involvement in school projects, such as the 
Kwame Alexander author visit, expands student learning experiences. 
Recently, the Kirkland Library assembled a team of CCS faculty and 
student members to compete in a book competition against other 
teams from the Mid-York Library System. CCS placed second, winning 
a $200 prize, which will be used toward the purchase of books!

Chamber of Commerce

The Chamber of Commerce plays an essential role in the community 
by bringing area businesses together, including CCS, for networking events. Educational fi eld trips to the Farmers Market, 
and course off erings hosted at the CCS secondary media center are some of the many services provided by the Chamber.

Extended Family

Hamilton College

In addition to Town Gown funding, Hamilton College 
serves CCS students by off ering performing arts 
experiences, tutoring, and educational fi eld trips. 
Middle school students enjoy “Hangin’ with Hamilton” 
nights where student volunteers from the college share 
fun, food and conversation. 
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Our Community 

Visiting Author

On September 28, award-winning author Kwame Alexander inspired 
middle and high school students with an interactive presentation. 
Along with Mr. Alexander, various community experts worked 
with students as they experienced and participated in the process of 
developing, editing, proofi ng, and advertising their literary work as 
part of the “One Community. One Author. One Month.” celebration. 
The resulting publication, “Words of a Warrior,” is now available for 
sale on Amazon.com.

Thank you to our ELA teachers for planning the day, the middle school 
staff  for their fl exibility and willingness to support these essential 
programs, Sarah Gaetano for organizing and orchestrating the event, 
Anne Debraggio from the Kirkland Town Library, members of the School 
Board, and members of the local professional community for supporting 
student opportunities.

RACHEL’S WARRIORS MIX-IT-UP DAY — 
Middle school students are encouraged 
to spend lunch period with those with 
whom they are not well acquainted, to form 
new alliances, make new friends, choose 
friendships over cliques, and avoid the use 
of labels.
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Our Community 

Veterans Day

Veterans Day at the Elementary School was celebrated with 
enthusiasm where students sang, recited and presented 
carnations to att ending veterans. The high school Chamber 
Singers performed at the American Legion on Veterans Day, 
sacrifi cing their opportunity for a day off . Kudos to vocal 
music teacher Jenna Wratt en who led the group after having 
directed two performances of the middle school musical 
earlier that weekend.

COAT DRIVE — The National Honor Society conducted a coat drive in 
November throughout the district. Under the direction of Chairperson 
Julia Cicchinelli, more than 220 coats were collected in both adult and 
children sizes. Several NHS members collected coats, hats, gloves/
mitt ens, and scarves from the elementary and high school, separated 
them by size and bagged them. A representative from the Mohawk 
Valley Resource Center for Refugees picked up the coats, which fi lled 
her SUV from front to back. Thanks to all who contributed!

Third Grade Class Visits MWPAI

Students from grade three took a fi eld trip to Munson Williams 
Proctor Arts Institute to see a special exhibit of kimonos designed by 
Japanese artist Itchiku Kubota. After he was released from a prisoner 
of war camp in Siberia, he spent the majority of his time inventing a 
new dying technique that was used in his world renowned fabric 
images. The images on the kimonos show his beautiful perspective 
on the world despite having lived through such tragedy. While at the 
museum, students learned the history behind the kimonos in contrast 
to contemporary art work of today, and created haikus and various 
sketches in response to the exhibit. 

The Clinton girls basketball team helped shoppers 
stay warm by giving out s’mores and hot chocolate at 
the annual Shoppers Stroll!
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TRADES CAREER DAY — A 
select group of seventh graders 
traveled to OHM BOCES and 
explored various careers within 
the construction industry. 
Students received hands-on 
experience and spoke with local 
carpenters, electricians, heavy 
equipment operators, masons, 
general contractors and more. 
Students were shown that there 
is something for everyone within 
the diverse fi eld of construction 
and a great demand for new 
professionals!

Cooperation + Collaboration = Success! 

Novel Engineering

Students in grades one, two and four are participating in 
the NOVEL Engineering program, an innovative learning 
approach integrating literacy and engineering. Students 
use classroom literature as a basis for engineering design 
challenges in order to: identify engineering problems, 
design functional, realistic solutions for characters, and 
engage in the engineering design process while reinforcing 
their literacy skills.

Nannette’s Baguette

Second grade students are working on an inter-disciplinary project 
revolving around the story "Nanett e's Baguett e" based on Mo Willems 
three-dimensional illustrations. After reading the story, students 
analyzed the illustrations in library and constructed their own three-
dimensional suburban, rural, and urban communities in art class, 
a topic which they have been studying in class. The students will be 
working with their classroom teachers to write a sentence or two about 
their own personal character and what they do in the community.

VIRTUAL REALITY HEADSETS —First graders learned 
about the human body and the solar system utilizing 
virtual reality headsets.
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Best of the Best Award 
 
 Clinton Middle School has been designated as the winner of the Observer Dispatch 2018 
“Best of the Best” contest. Principal Dr. Shaun Carney is grateful to the community for 
supporting the middle school with their votes, att ributing success to the teamwork of 
faculty, staff , students, and community members.

Going the Extra Mile

CCS Staff  Recognized

English as a New Language teacher Denise Toia-Kramer was the well-deserved recipient of the Utica OD “Amazing Teacher 
Award.” Nominated by District personnel, Ms. Toia-Kramer not only teaches English, but translates American culture for her 
students and their families, and helps them “navigate American life”.

At the Celebration of Education event held on November 15, CCS support staff  members received the Genesis Award, which 
recognizes outstanding educators and programs, kindergarten through college, that are positively impacting our students, 
schools and the community. Recipients included social workers Mary Hosey-Pardi and Monica Moshier and guidance counselors 
Danielle Tesak, Jacki Snizek and Kelly Zegarelli. 

CCS Receives National Recognition for Music Education Program

Clinton Central School has been honored with the SupportMusic Merit Award from the NAMM 
Foundation for its outstanding commitment to music education. The SupportMusic Merit 
Award recognizes individual schools that demonstrate outstanding achievement in eff orts 
to provide music access and education to all students. This award recognizes that Clinton is 
leading the way with learning opportunities as outlined in the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA). This award is a fi tt ing testament to the hard work and dedication of music teachers 
Hilary Lopata, Lisa Jones, Jenna Wratt en, Norin Lavender, and Janelle Conklin.

Research into music education continues to demonstrate educational/cognitive and social 
skill benefi ts for children who make music. A series of landmark studies by scientists and 
researchers at Northwestern University found a link between students in community music 
programs and life-long academic success, including higher high school graduation rates and college att endance. In another 
study from the University, it was discovered that the benefi ts of early exposure to music education improves how the brain 
processes and assimilates sounds, a trait that lasts well into adulthood.

Pictured from left to right: Ms. Hosey-Pardi, Ms. Tesak, Ms. Zegarelli, Ms. Snizek and Presenter 
Anthony Nicotera.

Ms. Toia-Kramer hard at work.
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Safety & Stewardship

Safety and Security 

Thanks to the procurement of funding through Oneida 
County, the elementary school is enjoying added security 
provided by two Special Patrol Offi  cers. Offi  cers Mark 
Dembrow and Frank Simonelli come to Clinton with a wealth 
of experience. Their presence, coupled with the upcoming 
renovations to the elementary school entrance, help to create 
a safer, more respectful environment. Offi  cer Kriz continues 
to cover the middle and high schools. The District is grateful 
to Oneida County and to our SPO’s for making this possible.

Eagle Scout Project
CCS student Tim Goff  has nearly completed his Eagle Scout 
Project of constructing a pedestrian bridge to replace the one 
destroyed by the fl ood of 2013. Thank you to staff  members 
Brad Preston, Jim Scoones, Jason Tague, Tom Willis, and Dr. 
Grimm for assisting Tim with this endeavor.

ANNUAL FIRE SAFETY DAY — CCS would like to thank 
the Clinton Fire Department for their participation in 
the annual fi re safety day.
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Involvement 

Clinton Sports Boosters is a parent 
organization designed to aid the 
Clinton athletic program with 
scholarships and fi nancial support for 
all sports programs and athletes. Sports 
Boosters, a separate entity from the 
school athletic department, supports 
athletic programs through parent and 
community involvement.
The Sports Boosters engages in fund 
raising activities, accepts donations and 
dispenses money as needed to all sports 
programming through a procedural 
process designed by the organization of 
Sports Boosters as per its By-laws. 

Clinton Music Parents supports the 
music educational needs of students 
and teachers at the elementary, middle, 
and high school levels. Primary activities 
include fundraising eff orts throughout 
the year, the proceeds from which 
support a scholarship fund for summer 
music study and awards presented to 
seniors in the spring. CMP funds also 
support the purchase of “wish list” items 
identifi ed by music teachers. Parent 
volunteers assist the music program by 
chaperoning and ushering at concerts, 
helping with uniforms, costumes and 
sets, and supplying baked goods.

The Clinton Central School Parent 
Teacher Association (PTA) provides an 
important link between school and home 
and works to enrich the educational 
experience of children in the district. The 
local PTA is a unit of the National PTA, 
founded more than 100 years ago, and is 
committ ed to the National goals. The CCS 
PTA has a number of committ ees that 
focus on various events, programs, and 
fundraisers throughout the school year 
and is continually growing, changing 
and expanding to meet the needs of the 
local school community. 

AREA ALL STATE MIXED CHOIR — Rebecah Bashant, 
Sydney Evans, Alyssa Cancilla, Noah Freund, Elizabeth 
Wratt en, Abby Witt e, and Grace Johnson.

AREA ALL STATE TREBLE CHORUS — Kayla Morrell, 
Shayla Pominville, Olivia Bessey-Nolan, and Sylvie 
Novak.
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Athletics News 

The girls varsity soccer team earned the program's fi rst 
Section 3 Sectional title at Cortland State. The Warriors 
were named Co-Champions, sharing the title with Holland 
Patent, as both teams batt led through four overtime periods 
to a 1-1 draw. Congratulations!

Coach Beth Baker Receives Honor

One of Clinton’s best girls’ soccer seasons got even bett er 
for Coach Beth Baker. The New York State Sportswriters 
and Coaches Organization for Girls 
Sports has named Ms. Baker as New 
York State Co-Coach of the Year along 
with Josh Olney of Holland Patent.

Also honored as All New York State, 
Class B players were Elyse Jackson (2nd 
Team), Sydni Dreimiller (4th Team), 
and Kaitlyn Williams (6th Team).

Athletes Signed to Play for Colleges

The Clinton Athletic Department hosted a signing ceremony 
to honor seniors Sarah Owens and Olivia Wightman who 
have formally committ ed to play Division 1 Lacrosse at St. 
Bonaventure and University of Hartford respectively. The 
ceremony was att ended by family members, teammates, 
coaches, teachers, administrators, and retired teachers and 
coaches who impacted their lives. Pictured are Ms. Owens, 
Ms. Wightman and Varsity Lacrosse Coach Chris Evans.

CCS Appoints Athletic Director

With the pending retirement of 
Athletic Director Doug Fiore, a 
rigorous search took place for his 
replacement. At the November 
13 Board of Education meeting, 
that process was fi nalized with 
the appointment of Clinton 
resident Michael King.

A veteran Social Studies teacher at Whitesboro CSD for 22 
years, Michael has called the Clinton Community home for 
the last 16 years. He has coached extensively in youth baseball, 
basketball, modifi ed and JV basketball in Clinton (also, JV 
in Whitesboro). Michael was an assistant college basketball 
coach for four years. He has also served as soccer offi  cial on 
the Utica Board and was the Clinton Litt le League Baseball 
President for two years, also being part of the Kiwanis Field 
fundraising and reconstruction project.

The selection process was extensive and collaborative 
with four rounds of interviews and the involvement of 17 
stakeholders from such groups as parents, coaches, teachers, 
staff  members, administrators, community members, and 
board of education members.

Superintendent Dr. Steve Grimm stated, "His experience 
in a school system with students, parents, administrators, 
combined with his extensive community athletics 
engagement and vision for athletics, makes him an excellent 
choice and fi t for Clinton." He will start on a part-time basis 
until January when he will be at Clinton full time. 

Cross Country Boys and Girls 

CSC Divsion 1 Champions
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Looking Ahead

Capital Project 2018

After some delays, the Capital Project 2018 has fi nally been approved by the New York State Education 
Department (NYSED). Construction on this project is expected to begin at the end of January 2019 and 
continue through the summer of 2020.

The project will be conducted in all three buildings beginning with the reconstruction of the elementary school main offi  ce 
and art rooms. More information regarding timelines and work to be accomplished in the near future and throughout the 
project, will be updated on the Capital Project webpage: htt ps://www.ccs.edu/domain/375 

The District will provide a safe school environment throughout this project, which includes an update of the school 
emergency plan to refl ect any temporary exits or procedures needed as a result of the construction work at the schools, and 
fi re drills being held to familiarize students and staff  with any temporary exits. In addition, every eff ort will be made to 
separate occupied areas of the building, and construction will kept to a minimum while the building is occupied. Also, all 
applicable federal and stated rules and regulations will be strictly adhered to throughout the length of this project.

Tunnel Books by Mrs. Pape's High School 
Studio in Art Students.

Vision 2025

The Clinton Central School District underwent an external strategic analysis from December 2013 through March 2014. 
The intent was to identify district strengths, and areas for improvement regarding staff , processes, and outcomes: the 
result of which became the Vision 2020 Strategic Plan. What is contained in this analysis has driven District goals and 
decisions since its adoption four years ago. As the end of this fi ve year plan approaches, the District is assessing its 
progress and looking ahead to the development of a plan for the next fi ve years, Vision 2025. Our Vision 2020 progress 
assessment will take place during this school year, and the development of the Vision 2025 will occur next fall and 
winter. The latt er will involve focus forums with multiple groups of stakeholders including the Board of Education, 
administrators, staff , students, parents, and community members; all of whom will inform the our strategic direction 
and vision in the future. 

CCS is proud to honor 
the latest Santoli 
Kindness Award 
winners: Miles Johnson 
(4th grade), Morgan 
Rudwall (2nd grade), 
Madison Rey (4th 
grade), Lydia Hepler 
(7th grade), and Kim 
Rivera (12th grade). 
These students were 
nominated by their 
teachers for routinely 
exhibiting kindness and 
strength of character. 
Thanks to the generosity 
of Mrs. Genevieve Santoli, they will receive $50 to "pay 
it forward" and make a diff erence in their community.

Santoli Award
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Superintendent of Schools

Dr. Stephen L. Grimm

Clinton Board of Education

Mary Lou Lauchert, President
Timothy Thomas, Vice President

Board Members

Megan Burdick
Sam Catt erson
Melinda Leising
Luke Perry
Erica Shaw
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Middle School musical production of “Bugsy Malone, Jr. “


